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A Brief Biography of Margaret Walker
[bookmark: _GoBack]Margaret Walker is a renowned American poet who was widely recognized for the numerous proems that she came up with. She was part of the African-American literary movement in Chicago known as the Chicago black renaissance (Luckett, 2017). Among the various work that she came up with, she is mainly known for her civil war novel jubilee that was done in 1963 and her powerful collection of poetry about racial affirmation for the people in 1942. The two works made her to be recognized worldwide as a leading poet who could advocate for most of the issues facing the society. She used poetry to address most of the ills in the society and provided recommendations on ways of handling them. She joined the Chicago movement to better advocate for the rights of people and especially the blacks who were suffering a lot due to the issue of racism. Through the movement, she together with others, voiced their opinions and concerns regarding the issue of racism and demanded for better treatment of the black people.
The Intent of the Author in the Poem
Margaret Walker is known for her poem Since 1619 that is found in the Norton anthology of poetry. The poem intends to make other people aware of the issue of religion and spiritual healing. Margaret, in this poem, aims to enlighten the people in regards to the smatter by analyzing some of the issue that she expects will happen and how the world is expected to be. She intends to pass a message that it is snow time for all the struggles and ills that are present in the society to come to an end. The people of the world, including herself, have suffered for long in the hell that they are living as they hope for better days ahead. The promise of heaven where everything is much easier as opposed to hell is one that the author has longed for. The author feels that she does not understand why she together with the rest of the people have to continue suffering as they sing spiritual songs in anticipation. She therefore creates awareness of the fact that the singing and praising has taken too long and it is becoming unbearable to her and others.
Analysis of the Content of the Poem
The poem is about religion and spirituality in which the author focuses on highlighting some of the issues that define spirituality. The author poses questions on how long she has been singing spirituals and praising God. She also elaborates on the issue of hating others and being hated and states that for how long this shall proceed (Ferguson, Salter & Stallworthy, 2005). The aspect of being hated or hating others is something that has disturbed her for quite some time and therefore she wishes that it can come to an end although she is not aware of the time this will happen. The author has been living in hell for many years all in the hope of one day living in heaven. The days have been long and this is the reason she questions on when it will come to pass. 
The author longs for the days in which the wrath of God will descend and take away lives. The sound of the death knell will signify the end of all the troubles of the world. She longs for the days in which she will be able to distinguish the cheater from the cheated (Ferguson, Salter & Stallworthy, 2005). The general feeling is that she is tired of all the happenings of the world and thus she wishes for the day all this come will come to an end. She remembers her life as a child and how she was ignorant of the happenings of the world. The life that she felt was rather smooth as opposed to the busy and hectic life that she is currently undergoing. This devastates her and she hopes for a better time.
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